ESSAYS ON THE GITA

same divine affection. Circumstances may determine
the outward 'clasp or the outward conflict, but can
never affect his equal eye, his open heart, his inner
embrace of all. And in all his actions there will be
the same principle of soul, a perfect equality, and the
same principle of work, the will of the Divine in him
active for the need of the race in its gradually
developing advance towards the Godhead.

Again, the sign of the divine worker is that which
is central to the divine consciousness itself, a perfect
inner joy and peace which depends upon nothing in
the world for its source or its continuance; it is innate,
it is the very stuff of the soul's consciousness, it is the
very nature of divine being.  The ordinary man
depends upon outward things for his happiness; there-
fore he has desire; therefore he has anger and passion,
pleasure and pain, joy and grief; therefore he measures
all things in the balance of good fortune and evil
fortune. None of these things can affect the divine
soul; it is ever satisfied without any kind of dependence.
niiya-trpto nirasmyah; for its delight, its divine ease,
its happiness, its glad light are eternal within, in-
grained in itself, dtma-ratih, antah-siikho 'ntarardmas
lathdntar-jyotir eva ca. What joy it takes in outward
things is not for their sake, not for things which it
seeks in them and can miss, but for the self in them,
for their expression of the Divine, for that which is
eternal in them and which it cannot miss.   It is
without attachment to their outward touches, but finds
everywhere the same joy that it finds in itself, because
its self is theirs, has become one self with the self of
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